Facile left ventricular deairing by administration of cardioplegia into the left ventricular vent.
De-airing of left heart structures during minimally invasive valve operations is often difficult. A method of using a left ventricular vent temporarily hooked to the cardioplegia cannula for facile left ventricular deairing is described. Routine use of this simple method coupled with transesophageal echocardiography monitoring simplifies the process of left ventricular deairing in minimally invasive or standard valvular operations.